Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE  REPORT 
OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1958  tfuX 

...  % 
l  \  } 


C.  E.  Jamison,  B.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Meacham,  Printer,  Lichfield. 


V 


: 


1 


LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Chairman  :  J.  C.  LEES,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman  :  J.  B.  NICHOLS 


Mrs.  P.  M.  Heathcote 
Mrs.  J.  Hill 
Mrs.  F.  K.  Kirby 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Webster 
R.  A.  Banks 

F.  H.  Baylis 
R.  C.  Brewster 
J.  A.  J.  Briant 

G.  Burton 

H.  Carter 
H.  J.  Carter 
B.  G.  Clarke 

G.  W.  S.  Clarke 

H.  B.  Clarke 
A.  Cliffe 

J.  Collis 
G.  Cooper 


J.  H.  Cunningham 
P.  J.  Daubner 
H.  Deakin 

J.  Deakin 
R.  Fletcher 
R.  F.  Foden 

E.  E.  Foster 
L.  R.  Gair 

F.  G.  Golder 
W.  Goring 

T.  E.  H.  Grove, 

D.S.C.,  G.M.,  J.P. 

K.  Granger 
F.  Harris 
W.  F.  Hart 
A.  L.  Heath 

A.  Heathcote,  j.p. 


C.  W.  Howitt 
A.  Ing 

C.  H.  W.  G.  Inge 
A.  E.  Marsh 
R.  Morrall 
W.  Nevill,  o.b.e.,j.p. 
L.  H.  Powell 
R.  Randle 
W.  J.  Ryman 
W.  J.  Shaw 
G.  P.  Stubbs 
A.  G.  Ward 
J.  Watkins 
A.  V.  Wilson 
J.  E.  Woodcock 


HEALTH  AND  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  :  A.  CLIFFE 


Vice 

Chairman  of  the 
Council 
Vice-Chairman 
R.  A.  Banks 

F.  H.  Baylis 

G.  Burton 
J.  A.  J.  Briant 

H.  Carter 
H.  J.  Carter 
B.  G.  Clarke 

G.  W.  S.  Clarke 

H.  B.  Clarke 
J.  Collis 
G.  Cooper 
J.  H.  Cunningham 
P.  J.  Daubner 


Chairman  :  L.  H.  PC 

H.  Deakin 

J.  Deakin 
R.  Fletcher 
R.  F.  Foden 

E.  E.  Foster 
L.  R.  Gair 

F.  G.  Golder 
W.  Goring 

K.  Granger 
T.  E.  H.  Grove, 

D.S.C.,  G.M.,  J.P. 

A.  L.  Heath 
A.  Heathcote,  j.p. 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Heathcote 
Mrs.  J.  Hill 
C.  W.  Howitt 


A.  Ing 

C.  H.  W.  G.  Inge 
Mrs.  F.  K.  Kirby 
A.  E.  Marsh 
R.  Morrall 
W.  Nevill,  o.b.e.,  j.p. 
R.  Randle 
W.  J.  Ryman 
W.  J.  Shaw 
G.  P.  Stubbs 
J.  Watkins 
A.  G.  Ward 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Webster 
A.  V.  Wilson 


2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  E.  JAMISON,  B.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

GEORGE  LEEDER,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

WILLIAM  E.  SHAW,  m.a.p.h.i. 

J.  B.  DUCKWORTH,  a.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

F.  G.  PALMER 


3 


LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1958 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members , 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council , 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council. 

The  paragraph  dealing  with  the  vital  statistics  of  the  District  has 
been  slightly  modified  in  order  to  give  a  little  more  information  as  to 
the  trend  of  the  stillbirth  rate  and  neonatal  mortality  during  recent 
years.  I  hope  that  this  increased  information  will  compensate  for  the 
reduction  in  number  of  years  for  which  the  statistics  are  recorded. 

The  layout  of  the  statistics  relating  to  infectious  diseases,  other 
than  tuberculosis,  has  also  been  slightly  rearranged  in  order  to  show 
the  trend  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious  diseases  over  a  longer 
period.  I  hope  that  the  longer  period  will  provide  some  interesting 
comparisons  between  the  varying  incidence  of  infectious  disesases  from 
year  to  year,  particularly  in  the  case  of  those  influenced  by  immunisation 
programmes.  The  breakdown  of  the  figures  to  show  the  age  and  sex 
of  the  patients  concerned  has  been  omitted  as  being  of  relatively  small 
significance. 

Matters  relating  to  control  of  tuberculosis  are  laid  out  in  the  same 
form  as  in  previous  years,  and  show  a  reasonably  satisfactory  picture. 

As  regards  clearance  of  unfit  houses,  the  year  was  a  disappointing 
one.  Figures  are  given  showing  the  results  actually  achieved  in  1958, 
together  with  some  information  as  to  the  houses  dealt  with  by  statutory 
action  in  recent  years. 

No  spectacular  advances  occurred  in  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
during  the  year.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  Surveyor’s  report  the  period 
was  rather  one  of  preparation  for  the  considerable  and  important  work 
waiting  to  be  done  in  this  field. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Department  during  the 
year.  I  would,  as  usual  at  this  stage,  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support,  and  to  Officers  of  the  Health  and  other 
Departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report. 

C.  E.  JAMISON, 

July,  1959.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Particulars  of  area,  population,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses, 
total  rateable  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates  and  the  product  of  a 
penny  rate  are  set  out  below  : — 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Population  (as  estimated  by  Registrar  General) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Total  Rateable  Value  of  Occupied  Property 
Net  product  of  Penny  Rate . 


84,715 
38,850 
10,910 
...  £379,225 
£1,461 


The  area  was,  of  course,  unchanged  as  compared  with  recent  years. 
The  population  again  shows  a  small  reduction,  due,  like  that  of  the 
previous  year,  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  service  personnel 
stationed  in  the  District.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  the  total  rateable  value  of  occupied  property,  including  houses, 
shops,  factories  and  other  rateable  buildings,  and  the  net  product  of  a 
penny  rate  all  showed  the  same  moderate  increases  experienced  in 
recent  years. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics,  which  act  as  a  yardstick  for  the  assessment  of 
the  health  of  the  community,  are  set  out  below  in  the  same  form  as  in 
previous  years  : — 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

290 

288 

578 

Illegitimate  . 

12 

8 

20 

T*  otal  •  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

302 

296 

598 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population 

. . . 

15*4 

Still  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

TT  otai  •  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

8 

6 

14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ... 

•  •  • 

22-8 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

200 

202 

402 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population... 

10*3 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age... 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

7 

7 

14 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

7 

7 

14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


23*4 
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Deaths  in  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age: —  Male 

Legitimate  .  5 

Illegitimate  .  0 


Female  Total 
3  8 

0  0 


Total 


5  3 


Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  13*4 
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Taking  live  and  still  births  together,  one  birth  in  30  was  an  ille¬ 
gitimate  one,  which  compared  with  one  birth  in  22  in  1957,  and  one 
birth  in  28  in  1956. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  principal  vital  statistics,  for  1958 
and,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  six  preceding  years  : — 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Infant 
Death  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

1952 

41,970 

14.4 

18.1 

18.2 

33.1 

7.7 

1953 

43,180 

13.5 

15.2 

18.9 

22.3 

8.3 

1954 

42,580 

13.6 

13.7 

26.0 

25.9 

10.3 

1955 

42,580 

12.7 

27.1 

9.3 

18.6 

10.9 

1956 

41,250 

14.3 

23.2 

22.0 

27.1 

10.9 

1957 

40,100 

15.7 

14.0 

26.8 

31.5 

10.5 

1958 

38,850 

15.4 

22.8 

13.4 

23.4 

10.3 

The  considerable  variation  from  year  to  year  in  the  stillbirth, 
neonatal  death  and  infant  death  rates  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  dispro¬ 
portionately  large  effect  on  the  rates  of  small  variations  in  actual 
numbers  occuring  in  a  District  with  a  small  population. 


Comparing  the  figures  for  Lichfield  Rural  District  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  after  adjustment  of  the  local  birth  and 
death  rates  in  accordance  with  the  formula  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General,  to  allow  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  population, 
the  picture  appears  as  set  out  below : — 


Live  Birth 

Still  Birth 

Neonatal 

Infant 

Death 

Place 

Rate 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

LICHFIELD  R.D. 

15.5 

22.8 

13.4 

23.4 

9.5 

England  and  Wales 

16.4 

21.6 

16.1 

22.5 

11.7 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  local  figures  compare  in  each  case  reason¬ 
ably  well  with  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  District  who  died  during  1958,  regardless  of  where  the 
death  actually  occurred  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  respiratory 
Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Whooping  Cough  . . . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  and  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

Other  heart  disease  . . . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum... 
Gastritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents . 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

9 

8 

2 

10 

0 

8 

8 

0 

4 

4 

18 

10 

28 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

4 

16 

23 

39 

33 

18 

51 

5 

4 

9 

35 

49 

84 

5 

10 

15 

2 

1 

3 

8 

11 

19 

14 

12 

26 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

9 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

24 

24 

48 

5 

0 

5 

2 

5 

7 

3 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

200 


202 


TOTALS 


402 
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Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  were  again  much 
more  numerous  in  men  than  in  women,  and  were  again  slightly  up  on 
the  previous  year.  Almost  all  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  between 
50  years  and  70  years  of  age.  No  new  facts  of  any  great  importance  came 
to  light  during  the  year  on  the  relationship  between  the  smoking  habit 
and  the  onset  of  the  disease.  It  is  fairly  obvious  that  the  small  amount 
of  propaganda  directed  to  education  of  the  public  as  to  the  probability 
of  there  being  a  connection  between  the  habit  and  the  disease  is 
overwhelmed  by  the  very  much  larger  amount  of  propaganda  directed  to 
increasing  the  sale  of  tobacco.  It  would  seem  that,  if  health  education 
is  going  to  be  effective  in  this  matter,  it  will  have  to  be  conducted  on  a 
national  basis. 

Bronchitis  was  again  one  of  the  killing  diseases  among  elderly 
persons,  the  majority  of  deaths  occuring  at  ages  over  70  years.  This  is 
now,  of  course,  the  most  frequent  cause  of  death,  after  cancer  and 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  in  this  age-group.  As  usual, 
the  disease  was  far  more  frequent  in  males  than  in  females,  but  the 
discrepancy  between  the  sexes  was  not  as  great  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Although  not  listed  separately  in  the  above  table,  pneumoconiosis 
appeared  to  be  the  primary  cause  of  death  in  two  men  dying  during  the 
year,  while  the  disease  was  mentioned  as  a  secondary  cause  in  three 
other  deaths,  also  in  men.  The  men  dying  primarily  from  the  disease 
were  aged  73  years  and  61  years  respectively. 

Deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  less  numerous  than  in 
the  previous  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  deaths  occurred  in  males, 
and  it  is  noticeable  that,  over  a  period  of  years,  this  feature  remains  a 
constant  factor  in  the  picture.  All  the  deaths  occurred  in  adults, 
including  in  this  group  a  youth  of  18  years.  Three  of  the  victims  were 
motor-cyclists.  In  view  of  the  small  numbers  of  persons  involved,  it 
would  be  unwise  to  draw  conclusions  as  to  the  dangers  involved  in  the 
use  of  this  vehicle,  as  compared  with  other  vehicles. 

The  deaths  due  to  accidents  other  than  traffic  accidents  occurred, 
with  one  exception,  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age.  The  remaining 
death  occurred  in  a  woman  of  67  years.  No  fev/er  than  five  of  the 
deaths  resulted  from  complications  following  fracture  of  the  femur.  One 
death  resulted  from  drowning,  while  the  remaining  death  was  due  to 
extensive  burns  sustained  while  being  bathed  in  hot  water.  These 
deaths  illustrate  only  too  clearly  the  type  of  accidents  to  which  old 
people  are  so  liable. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  four  deaths  resulted  from  suicide, 
as  compared  with  five  deaths  in  the  previous  year.  Death  was  due  to 
coal  gas  poisoning  in  two  instances,  to  drowning  in  one,  and  to  wounds 
of  the  throat  in  the  remaining  case. 

Once  again,  no  death  resulted  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion. 
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The  causes  of  death  of  infants  dying  before  one  year  of  age  are 
shown  in  more  detail  below  : — 


Stated  Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  1  year 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

of  age 

Pneumonia . 

- 

_ 

— 

- 

-  - 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

Hydrocephalus  &  spina  bifida 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Other  diseases  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

3 

Totals  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

1 

2 

• — 

14 

Infant  deaths  were,  in  total,  less  numerous  than  1957,  when  20 
such  deaths  were  recorded.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that,  as  in 
other  recent  years,  prematurity  and  congenital  abnormalities  were  res¬ 
ponsible  for  well  over  half  the  deaths,  with  the  former  occurring  before 
the  end  of  the  first  week  and  the  latter  occurring  at  varying  times 
during  the  first  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  together  with  figures 
for  the  same  diseases  during  the  previous  10  years  : — 


Nature  of  Case 

Total 

1948 

Total 

1949 

Total 

1950 

Total 

1951 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1954 

Total 

1955 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1957 

Total 

1958 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

35 

47 

59 

132 

42 

59 

65 

16 

20 

27 

35 

Whooping  Cough 

83 

51 

97 

244 

75 

101 

52 

20 

62 

79 

22 

Measles 

147 

322 

371 

454 

109 

690 

13 

461 

23 

655 

258 

Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

16 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Non-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

9 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

20 

20 

56 

102 

44 

59 

42 

19 

20 

17 

33 

Dysentery 

• — 

1 

2 

123 

23 

2 

18 

23 

26 

6 

8 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

4 

76 

— 

6 

— 

— 

4 

10 

6 

Erysipelas 

4 

4 

1 

3 

4 

4 

11 

6 

11 

5 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  ... 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported 
continued,  as  in  recent  years,  to  be  small.  As  also  in  recent  years,  the 
disease  was  of  a  mild  character.  There  were  no  deaths.  This  favourable 
course  appears  to  be  due  partly  to  the  lessened  virulence  of  the  organism 
causing  the  disease,  which  has  been  evident  during  the  last  decade  or 
two  and  partly  to  the  results  of  efficient  modern  medical  treatment  of 
those  cases  which  occur. 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  relatively  small,  and 
examination  of  the  figures  for  the  preceding  decade  will  show  the 
reduction  in  the  last  few  years,  as  compared  with  those  immediately 
preceding.  I  think  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  favourable  trend  is 
probably  due  to  the  immunisation  campaign  carried  on  during  the  last 
five  years.  The  efficiency  of  treatment  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  death  from  the  disease  in  the  District  since  1954. 


10 


The  remarks  made  above  in  relation  to  immunisation  apply  also  in 
the  case  of  diphtheria,  no  case  of  which  has  been  notified  since  1949. 
It  is  well  to  remember,  however,  that  cases  do  occur  almost  every  week 
in  some  part  of  the  country,  and  that  the  disease  is  still  quite  prevalent 
in  other  European  countries.  There  is,  therefore,  good  reason  to  believe 
that  a  well-immunised  population  is  still  very  necessary. 

Measles  was  again  by  far  the  most  prevalent  notifiable  infectious 
disease,  the  number  of  cases  being  unexpectedly  large  after  the  high 
incidence  of  the  previous  year.  Although,  as  in  all  recent  years,  there 
were  no  deaths,  this  disease  continues  to  be  quite  a  considerable  burden 
both  to  the  parents  of  the  children  involved  and  to  the  medical 
practitioners  responsible  for  the  care  of  at  least  the  more  seriously 
affected.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  there  is  not,  as  yet,  any  immunising 
procedure  suitable  for  the  prevention  of  this  disease  in  the  community 
at  large,  although  there  is  a  procedure  giving  a  large  degree  of  protection 
for  brief  periods,  which  can  be  used  in  certain  limited  circumstances. 

The  absence  of  poliomyelitis  from  the  District  during  the  year  was 
a  pleasing  feature  of  the  statistics.  Vaccination  against  the  disease  may 
have  been  a  factor  in  this  fortunate  circumstance.  In  view,  however, 
of  the  fact  that  there  have  been  no  considerable  number  of  cases  since 
1950,  while  vaccination  has  only  been  practised  during  the  last  few 
years,  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any  demonstrable  connection  between 
the  two  events  in  this  District.  National  figures  suggest,  however,  that 
vaccination  is  already  having  a  dramatic  effect  on  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  dysentery  notified  occurred  in  the  residential 
nursery.  All  the  cases  were  of  the  relatively  mild  type  of  bacillary  dysen¬ 
tery  which  is  now  prevalent.  Fortunately,  the  disease  did  not  spread 
widely  throughout  the  nursery  in  question.  The  remaining  cases  were 
sporadic  ones,  and  did  not  give  rise  to  any  other  cases. 

Four  of  the  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  one  household. 
Specimens  of  faeces  sent  to  the  laboratory  did  not  reveal  any  pathogenic 
organism,  and  the  origin  of  the  infection  could  not  be  discovered.  No 
spread  beyond  the  family  occurred.  The  remaining  two  cases  reported 
were  sporadic  ones,  occurring  in  two  different  families,  one  being  due 
to  a  salmonella  typhimurium  infection.  All  cases  were  fully  investigated, 
and  any  necessary  advice  given. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  District  remained  free  from  smallpox  in 
1958,  as  it  had  done  during  the  preceding  decade.  As  there  have  been 
quite  a  number  of  outbreaks  in  England  and  Scotland,  however,  during 
the  last  10  years,  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  ensure  that  smallpox 
vaccination  was  carried  out.  It  must  be  confessed  that  these  efforts  were 
not  very  successful,  less  than  a  quarter  of  all  infants  receiving  the  necessary 
protection.  This  poor  result  is  probably  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  most 
parts  of  the  country  have  been  free  from  epidemics  during  the  last  few 
decades  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  smallpox  vaccination  is  not,  in  this 
area,  offered  at  infant  welfare  clinics.  As  outbreaks  are  still  likely  from 
time  to  time,  through  people  contacting  the  disease  in  countries  where 
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it  is  still  prevalent  and  entering  this  country  before  the  disease  reaches 
a  recognisable  stage,  and  as  the  disease  is  still  a  very  deadly  one,  further 
thought  may  have  to  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  increasing  the  number 
of  smallpox  vaccinations  by  doing  them  at  infant  welfare  clinics. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  this  disease  are  again  set  out  separately  from  those 
relating  to  other  infectious  diseases.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  1958,  and  also 
the  age  groups  of  the  persons  concerned  : — 


AGE  PERIOD 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulm 

□nary 

N< 

Pulm< 

Dn- 

3nary 

Pulm< 

□nary 

Nc 

Pulm 

>n- 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— . 

5 — 9  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 19  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 24  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 34  years 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

* — 

— 

35 — 44  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 54  years 

2 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—64  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

1 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

So  far  as  the  age  groups  of  persons  affected  by  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  is  concerned,  it  will  be  seen  that  almost  half  the  total  number  of 
cases  occurred  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  which  has  always 
been  a  very  susceptible  period  of  life.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  a  similar 
number  of  cases  occurred  at  ages  over  45  years,  mostly  in  men.  This 
occurrence  in  men  of  over  45  years  is  characteristic  of  a  new  trend  which 
appears  to  be  developing  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Much  thought  is 
being  directed  to  ascertaining  the  reason  for  this  change  in  the  incidence 
of  the  disease,  but  it  is  too  early  to  reach  any  firm  conclusions  on  the 
subject. 

The  same  factors  do  not  seem  to  apply  to  the  non-pulmonary  form 
of  the  disease,  which  does  not  appear,  at  the  present  time,  to  be  attacking 
any  particular  age  group,  apart  from  children,  who  have  always  provided 
at  least  half  the  cases  occurring. 

It  will  be  noted  that  two  deaths  occurred  in  1958,  both  from  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  and  that  both  occurred  in  men  over  55 
years.  This  section  of  the  community,  which  now  contains  a  substantial 
proportion  of  those  suffering  from  the  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  will 
no  doubt  continue  to  account,  for  some  time  to  come,  for  a  substantial 
proportion  of  the  total  mortality  from  the  disease. 
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The  following  table  contains  the  figures  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  years 
since  1941  : — 


YEAR 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1941 

22 

4 

14 

5 

1942 

12 

6 

14 

7 

1943 

15 

2 

11 

3 

1944 

21 

4 

14 

2 

1945 

11 

3 

7 

4 

1946 

19 

6 

11 

2 

1947 

22 

7 

11 

3 

1948 

22 

6 

6 

1 

1949 

21 

5 

3 

— 

1950 

20 

12 

5 

2 

1951 

18 

9 

6 

1 

1952 

24 

10 

3 

2 

1953 

30 

3 

6 

— 

1954 

37 

7 

9 

1 

1955 

18 

5 

— 

_ 

1956 

18 

3 

— 

— 

1957 

24 

2 

1 

1 

1958 

14 

4 

2 

. — 

Even  the  most  cursory  examination  of  the  table  will  show  the  very 
substantial  improvement  in  the  figures  relating  to  mortality,  due  partly 
to  earlier  diagnosis,  but  mainly  to  improved  treatment  with  modern 
drugs.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases  is  much  less  striking 
and  far  less  satisfactory.  Even  here,  however,  the  number  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  did  show  some  reduction  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  while  the  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  though  larger  than  in  the  previous  year,  was  still  well  below  the 
average  for  the  previous  decade. 

Measures  for  the  control  of  tuberculosis  continued  as  in  previous 
years.  As  regards  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  these  consist  mainly  of 
thorough  investigation  of  family  contacts  and,  where  necessary,  of 
contacts  outside  the  family,  together  with  advice  and  other  help  to  the 
family  of  the  patient  affected.  I  would  pay  tribute  to  the  helpful  attitude 
of  the  Council  when  housing  problems  are  involved.  Action  for  the 
prevention  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  include,  apart  from  those 
common  to  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  infections,  heat-treatment 
of  milk  sold  in  the  District  and  elimination  of  tuberculosis  from  those 
dairy  herds  in  which  it  is  discovered.  This  elimination  is  now  going 
well.  In  spite  of  this,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  on  eight  occasions 
during  the  year  in  milk  produced  in  the  District,  when  sampled  on 
arrival  at  dairies  situated  in  the  areas  of  other  local  authorities. 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  continued  to  work  satisfactorily,  there  being  no  real  delay 
in  securing  beds  for  those  patients  needing  them.  This  factor  no  doubt 
played  an  important  part  in  the  satisfactory  results  obtained  in  treatment 
of  patients  affected. 
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INFLUENZA 

After  the  Asian  influenza  epidemic  of  1957,  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  returned  to  normal  in  1958.  This  reduction  was  a  cause  for  some 
relief,  as  it  had  been  feared  that  the  disease  might  return  in  the  following 
year,  as  it  did  in  the  case  of  the  1918-1919  epidemic.  This,  however,  did 
not  occur.  Although  the  1957  epidemic  was  of  a  relatively  mild  type, 
which  did  not  cause  greatly  increased  mortality  from  the  disease,  the 
absence  of  even  this  generally  mild  type  of  epidemic  in  1958  is  reflected 
in  the  number  of  deaths  falling  from  eight  in  1957  to  three  in  1958. 


VENERAL  DISEASES 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  again  remain  un 
changed. 


ANTHRAX 

Four  cases  were  notified  in  which  animals  were  suspected  of 
having  been  infected  with  anthrax.  The  infection  was  not,  however, 
confirmed  in  any  of  these  cases.  No  infection  of  human  beings  was 
reported  during  the  year. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  same  close  co-operation  was  obtained  from  the  Public 
Health  and  County  Chemical  Laboratories  as  in  previous  years,  prompt 
information  being  received  regarding  all  specimens  sent  in.  The  results 
of  examinations  carried  out  were  as  follows  : — 


Specimen 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Throat  Swabs  . 

7 

12 

19 

Sputa  for  T ubercle  Bacillus 

23 

178 

201 

Normal 

Abnormal 

Total 

Vomit  . 

1 

0 

1 

Faeces  . 

31 

0 

31 

Blood . 

1 

1 

2 

Pus  . 

0 

1 

1 

Aural  Swab . 

0 

1 

1 

Nasal  Swab . 

0 

1 

1 

Drinking  Water  : — 

Fit 

Unfit 

Total 

Chemical  Examination 

2 

4 

6 

Bacteriological  Examination  ... 

7 

6 

13 

Other  Water : — 

Chemical  Examination 

30 

Bacteriological  Examination  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years.  As  recorded  in  an 
earlier  paragraph,  admission  of  patients  requiring  treatment  for 
tuberculosis  was  satisfactorily  prompt.  Difficulties  in  the  admission 
of  the  chronic  elderly  sick  continued  to  be  much  the  same  as  in  other 
recent  years.  Beds  were  available  for  the  confinement  of  all  mothers 
requiring  them  on  medical  grounds  or  on  really  strong  social  grounds, 
but  not  for  by  any  means  nearly  all  the  mothers  desiring  to  be  con¬ 
fined  in  hospital.  Admission  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  infectious 
patients  requiring  it  did  not  present  any  undue  difficulty,  although, 
owing  to  the  closing  of  the  smaller  hospital  units  formerly  dealing  with 
this  work,  patients  had  to  go  much  further  afield  than  was  customary 
prior  to  a  few  years  ago. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

No  notable  change  occurred  in  this  field,  apart  from  the  Council’s 
application  to  be  allowed  to  operate  these  services  under  the  delegation 
arrangements  laid  down  in  the  Local  Government  Act,  1958,  on  which 
a  decision  was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

It  was  again  unnecessary  to  use  statutory  powers  for  the  removal 
of  any  person  either  to  hospital  or  to  hostel  accommodation  provided  by 
the  Welfare  Department  of  the  County  Council,  although  it  was  known 
that  there  are  a  very  small  number  of  persons  who  appear,  in  their  own 
interests,  to  be  in  need  of  such  accommodation.  As  mentioned  in  earlier 
reports,  statutory  action  is,  in  my  view,  best  reserved  for  the  rare  case  in 
which  there  is  a  real  and  demonstrable  danger  to  the  health  either  of  the 
community  or  the  individual  concerned.  No  case  brought  to  my  notice 
during  the  year  comes  within  this  category. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Details  of  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
year  in  inspection  of  meat  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  con¬ 
sumption  by  the  public  will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  section  of  this  report.  The  Council  showed  its  interest  during 
the  year  in  attempting  to  secure  an  improvement  in  the  law  relating  to 
the  disposal  of  condemned  meat.  As  it  is  nationally  recognised  that  the 
present  legal  provisions  are  not  fully  satisfactory,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Ministry  concerned  with  this  problem  will,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
time,  produce  satisfactory  proposals  for  amending  legislation,  to  ensure 
that  no  condemned  meat  or  knacker’s  meat  is  released  for  consumption 
by  domestic  animals  without  prior  sterilisation. 
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The  results  of  examination  of  milk  for  cleanliness,  efficient  pas¬ 
teurisation,  and  sterilisation  and  presence  of  tuberculous  organisms 
were  as  follows  : — 


DETAILS  (AND  SIGNIFICANCE)  OF  TESTS 


Grade  of  Milk 

Meth. 

(Clean 

Sat. 

Blue 

liness) 

Unsat. 

Phosp 

(Effi 

Pastei 

tio 

Sat. 

tiatase 

cient 

irisa- 

n) 

Unsat. 

Turb 

(Effic 

Steri 

tio 

Sat. 

idity 

dent 

lisa- 

n) 

Unsat. 

Biolo 

(Tul 

culo 

Neg. 

gical 

3er- 

sis) 

Pos. 

T.T.  . 

28 

2 

7 

T.T.  (Past.) 

55 

— 

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

51 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

134 

2 

117 

— 

32 

— 

7 

— 

The  results  are  considerably  more  satisfactory  than  those  revealed 
by  sampling  in  the  previous  year.  This  applies  particularly  to  the  test 
for  cleanliness,  when  the  proportion  of  failed  samples  was  very  much 
lower.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  tests  demonstrate  the 
efficiency  with  which  the  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation  processes  were 
carried  out.  The  absence  of  tubercle  bacilli  from  samples  of  milk  taken 
in  the  District  would  be  more  reassuring  if  such  bacilli  had  not  been 
found,  as  stated  in  an  earlier  paragraph,  on  eight  occasions  in  milk 
produced  in  the  District  but  sampled  in  the  areas  of  other  local 
authorities. 


16 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  Ramage,  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  results  of  sampling 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for 
the  District : — 


NATURE  OF  FOOD 


MILK  : 

Pasteurised  ... 

Pasteurised  T uberculin  T ested 
Channel  Islands  (All  Grades) 
Sterilized  . 

GENERAL  FOODS : 

Bread,  American  type.  Beef  and  Ox 
Tongue,  Beef  Suet,  Breakfast  Oats, 
Braised  Beef  Hearts,  Butter,  Brown 
Sugar,  Butter  Puff  Biscuits,  Bourn- 
Vita,  Bitter  Lemon,  Brandy  Butter, 
Citroze,  Cooking  Crumbs,  Cream  of 
Chicken  Soup,  Curry  Powder, 
Cooking  Fat,  Dessicated  Coconut, 
Dairy  Butter  Sponge,  Double  Devon 
Cream,  Evaporated  Condensed  Milk, 
Gin,  Ground  Almonds,  Ice  Cream, 
Lard,  Lemon  Curd,  Mixed  Fruit, 
Miracle  Whip,  Margarine,  Orange 
Juice,  Orange  Marmalade,  Pork 
Sausages,  Polony,  Pineapple  Pieces 
in  Syrup,  Processed  Peas,  Red 
Salmon  Steak,  Self  Raising  Flour, 
Sauce,  Sardines  in  Olive  Oil, 
Shredded  Beef  Suet,  Slab  Cake 
containing  Pure  Butter,  Tea,  Tinned 
Salmon,  Tomato  Chutney,  Whisky 


Genuine 

Samples 

Adulterated 
or  Incorrect 
Samples 

31 

24 

— 

9 

— 

20 

1 

56 

4 

Total 

Samples 


31 

24 

9 

21 


60 


The  incorrect  sample  of  sterilised  milk  was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  fat,  due  to  a  fault  at  the  dairy.  New  apparatus  has  been  installed  to 
prevent  its  recurrence.  The  other  incorrect  samples  included  one  of 
mixed  fruit,  which  was  not  as  described,  but  in  which  a  repeat  sample 
was  genuine  ;  one  of  pork  sausage  which  contained  an  undeclared 
preservative,  now  being  declared ;  one  of  dairy  butter  sponge,  which  did 
not  contain  proper  proportion  of  butter  fat,  of  which  the  designation  has 
now  been  changed  and  the  labels  amended,  and  another  in  which  an 
American  type  bread  contained  skimmed  milk  powder,  and  did  not 
justify  the  description  used.  In  this  case,  the  designation  has  been 
changed,  the  words  “  super-enriched  ”  being  omitted  from  the 
description. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years.  Reports  of  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplied  indicate  a  high  degree 
of  safety  in  all  piped  water  supplied.  A  complaint  relating  to  the  taste 
of  the  water  was  investigated  through  the  Company  concerned,  and  was 
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found  to  be  due  to  the  chlorination  process,  and  to  occur  in  a  very 
localised  area.  The  action  taken  by  the  Company  appears  to  have 
improved  the  position  in  this  area. 

Following  the  comments  which  I  made  in  my  report  for  1957  on 
fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies,  the  Council  decided  to  seek  the 
views  of  other  local  authorities  in  the  Midlands  with  a  common  source  of 
supply,  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company.  This  inves¬ 
tigation  showed  a  majority  of  the  local  authorities  to  favour  fluoridation. 
No  further  action  was  possible  in  1958,  but  the  Council  later  decided  to 
pursue  the  matter  with  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
The  result  of  this  action  is  still  awaited  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 


HOUSING 

So  far  as  construction  of  new  houses  and  flats  is  concerned,  the 
progress  made  in  earlier  years  was  continued,  and  even  increased,  in 
1958,  113  houses  and  flats  being  completed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  a  further  127  houses  by  private  owners.  The  number  of  Council 
houses  commenced  during  the  year  was,  however,  much  reduced  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  due  to  action  taken  as  the  result  of  the 
financial  crisis  affecting  the  country  as  a  whole,  in  the  later  part  of  1957. 
This  reduction  in  the  Council’s  housing  programme  had,  of  course, 
marked  repercussions  on  the  amount  of  statutory  action  for  clearance  of 
unfit  houses  initiated  during  1958. 

The  position  as  regards  the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  houses  and 
action  taken  during  1958  to  deal  with  this  waiting  list  is  set  out  below  : 

Number  of  Families  on  Waiting  List  on  1st  January,  1958  ...  712 

Number  of  Families  Rehoused  in  New  Houses  or  Flats  during  1958  1 14 

Number  of  Families  Rehoused  in  Relet  Houses  &  Flats  during  1958  84 

Number  of  Families  on  Waiting  List  on  31st  December,  1958  ...  639 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  large  number  of  housing  completions  enabled 
some  inroads  to  be  made  on  the  waiting  list  during  the  year.  In  view  of 
the  later  curtailment  of  the  Council’s  building  programme,  mentioned 
above,  it  would  appear  unlikely  that  this  reduction  will  be  continued  in 
anything  like  the  same  degree,  if  at  all,  in  1959. 

Coming  to  results  of  statutory  action  taken  in  earlier  years  in 
relation  to  clearance  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  it  is  regrettable 
to  have  to  record  that,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  families 
living  in  the  houses  at  The  Square,  Edingale,  statutory  action  in  relation 
to  which  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  1955,  and  those  living  in  the  houses 
at  Colton,  dealt  with  by  statutory  action  in  1956,  are  still  living  in  these 
houses.  The  same  applies  to  the  21  houses  in  Pavior’s  Row,  Hammer- 
wich,  on  which  the  Council  made  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1957 
with  a  view  to  demolition  of  the  houses.  As  it  will  be  some  time  yet 
before  replacement  houses  are  completed,  it  appears  likely  that  there  will 
be  a  further  period  of  waiting,  even  now,  before  rehousing  takes  place. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  action  taken  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  in  relation  to 
houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  : — 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

14, 16, 18  &  20  Blacksmith’s  Lane, 
Whittington. 

Demolition  Order, 

January,  1958. 

7  Meg  Lane, 

Undertaking  accepted, 

Boney  Hay. 

February,  1958. 

14  Howdle’s  Lane, 

Demolition  Order, 

Newtown,  Hammerwich. 

March,  1958. 

Crickett’s  Cottage, 

Undertaking  accepted, 

Chorley. 

July,  1958. 

36  Birmingham  Road, 

Demolition  Order, 

Shenstone  Wood  End. 

October,  1958. 

The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  was,  of  course,  much  smaller  than 
the  numbers  dealt  with  in  other  recent  years,  the  figure  of  8  houses  in 
1958  comparing  with  34  houses  in  1957, 22  houses  in  1956  and  19  houses 
in  1955.  The  reduction  was  due  to  the  slowing  down  in  the  Council’s 
building  programme  in  1958.  While  the  resulting  slowing  down  of  the 
slum  clearance  programme  was  disappointing,  it  was  felt  to  be  unwise  to 
let  administrative  action  get  too  far  ahead  of  the  actual  rehousing  of  these 
families  still  living  in  houses  approved  for  clearance  in  earlier  years. 
When  this  rehousing  has  been  dealt  with,  however,  and  when  more 
houses  are  available  for  allocation,  further  representations  will  be  brought 
forward  in  respect  of  the  many  unfit  houses  still  awaiting  administrative 
action. 

The  Council  continued  during  the  year  its  established  policy  of 
giving  improvement  grants  to  owners  of  houses  in  all  cases  in  which 
claims  are  put  forward  in  respect  of  improvement  work  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act.  The  improvements  brought  about 
in  this  way,  together  with  repairs  necessarily  undertaken  by  owners, 
entirely  at  their  own  expense,  at  the  same  time,  will  no  doubt  lessen  the 
slum  clearance  burden  which  will  have  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Council 
in  future  years. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Requests  were  received  on  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  year 
for  talks  to  be  given  to  Women’s  Institutes,  Parent/Teachers  Associa¬ 
tions,  etc.,  on  various  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  community. 
All  such  requests  were  acceded  to,  as  I  feel  that  these  meetings  offer  a 
useful  opportunity  for  contact  with  the  public,  when  information  can  be 
given  on  various  health  topics  while,  at  the  same  time,  one  can  gain 
information  as  to  the  reactions  of  members  of  the  public  to  various 
public  health  problems. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL  EMPLOYEES 

Examinations  in  connection  with  admission  to  the  Council’s 
Superammuation  Scheme  were  carried  out  on  26  occasions  during  1958. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of  factories 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1958,  the  defects 
found,  and  action  taken  to  remedy  these  defects  : — 

1.  Inspections  for  Purpose  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

5 

1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

19 

1 

— — 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  including  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

8 

— 

• — 

TOTAL  ... 

32 

2 

— 

2.  Defects  Found  and  Action  Taken 


PARTICULARS 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M. 
Inspector 

In  respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I  nadequate  ventilation 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient . . . 
Sanitary  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conveniences  defective  . . . 

Not  separate 

3 

3 

■■ 

1 

for  sexes ... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  rela¬ 
ting  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL... 

5 

5 

1 

— 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS 

(Prepared  by  J.  G.  Rimand,  Esq.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor) 

Generally  throughout  the  District,  disposal  works  have  been  well 
maintained  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you.  Final  effluents  are  at 
times  below  standard.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  the  effect  household 
detergents  have  on  the  process  of  purification,  together  with  the  fact  that 
several  disposal  works  are  overloaded.  It  should  be  noted  that  schemes 
for  the  enlargement  of  certain  of  these  are  in  hand. 

Alrewas. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Alrewas  is  working 
satisfactorily  but  the  flow  from  the  village  has  increased,  and  the  works 
is  now  working  to  capacity. 

Proposals  for  extending  this  works  will  be  prepared  in  the  near 
future.  Although  negotiations  have  been  in  hand  for  some  years 
regarding  cleaning  out  the  brook,  I  regret  to  say  that  these  have  not 
produced  any  result. 

In  the  village  of  Fradley  the  general  sewage  system  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a  later  date  to  connect  either  to  the 
Alrewas  system  or  to  provide  a  separate  disposal  works. 

Armitage  and  Longdon. — The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  these  parishes  is  working  very  satisfactorily.  The  small 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Armitage  has  had  its  reserve  capacity  absorbed 
and  consideration  has  been  given  to  its  being  replaced  with  a  pumping 
plant,  discharging  into  the  new  disposal  works.  Proposals  for  this  will 
be  prepared  shortly. 

Brindley  Heath.  —  The  new  disposal  works  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  existing  works  at  Brindley  Heath  has  to  be  kept  in  operation 
due  to  the  school  being  connected. 

The  works  at  Penkridge  Bank  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Burntwood. — The  pumping  station  at  Cannock  Road  is  working 
satisfactorily  but  the  Peter’s  Lane  disposal  works  is  seriously  overloaded 
and  in  need  of  enlargement,  the  chief  problem  being  the  large  quantities 
of  storm  water  and  sludge  that  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  works  at  Chasetown  to  which  minor  improvements  were 
carried  out  are  working  reasonably  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have  approved  the  preparation  of  proposals  for  the 
enlargement  and  modernising  of  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  in  this  parish.  A  survey  and  investigations  have  been  made 
covering  the  whole  system  and  a  report  together  with  recommendations 
for  improvements  is  now  completed  and  the  preparation  of  working 
drawings  are  now  in  hand. 
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Clifton  Campville.— The  sewerage  system  in  this  village  is  totally 
inadequate.  Plans  for  a  modern  works  and  sewerage  system  have  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry,  and  work  will  shortly  commence. 


Colton. — Conditions  show  little  change  in  this  parish  ;  but 
proposals  for  new  sewers  and  disposal  works  should  be  put  in  hand 
during  the  coming  year. 

Curborough  and  Elmhurst. — The  pumping  station  and  disposal 
works  near  to  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  near  the  Elmhurst  portion  of  the 
parish  has  effected  a  considerable  improvement. 

Drayton  Bassett. — The  pumping  station  and  disposal  works 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  Council’s  housing  estate  is 
working  satisfactorily  and  has  been  extended  to  deal  with  adjoining 
property.  The  general  sewerage  of  the  village,  however,  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  in  the  future  to  deal  with  same.  The  new 
pumping  station  at  Drayton  Manor  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Edingale. — The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal  works  which 
was  constructed  to  deal  with  the  Council  houses  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  general  sewerage  system  of  the  village,  however,  is  most 
unsatisfactory  and  steps  will  be  taken  at  a  very  early  date  to  prepare  a 
proper  scheme. 

Farewell  and  Chorley. — The  works  dealing  with  the  Council 
houses  is  working  satisfactorily  and  provision  is  being  made  in  the 
Burntwood  Scheme  for  receiving  the  sewage  from  the  rest  of  the  village. 


Fazeley. — The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by  the  Tamworth 
Sewerage  Joint  Committee,  passing  from  the  main  sewer  in  Watling 
Street,  under  the  canal  to  Tamworth.  Considerable  development  has 
taken  place  at  Mile  Oak  and  the  main  sewer  is  inadequate.  The  pumping 
station  at  Brook  End,  Fazeley,  is  working  satisfactorily. 


Hammerwich. — The  Watling  Street  disposal  works  is  working  as 
satisfactorily  as  can  be  expected  having  regard  to  the  fact  that,  during  the 
year,  the  flow  of  this  already  overloaded  works  has  very  considerably 
increased,  due  to  the  large  scale  development  now  taking  place  in 
Brownhills  and  which  drains  into  this  works.  A  scheme  for  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  works  to  deal  with  this  development  is  now  approved  by  the 
Ministry  and  work  about  to  start. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  to  deal  with  Newtown,  which  will 
mean  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works. 

The  pumping  station  at  Triangle  has  been  overhauled,  and  is 
working  satisfactorily. 
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Hamstall  Ridware.  —  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the 
sewering  of  this  village,  but  it  appears  unlikely  that  same  will  be  carried 
out  for  some  little  time. 


Harlaston. — The  Disposal  Works  is  working  satisfactorily. 


Hopwas. — These  works,  which  were  reconstructed  before  the  war, 
are  working  satisfactorily. 


Kings  Bromley. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering 
of  this  village  and  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works,  but,  as  in 
the  case  of  Hamstall  Ridware,  it  appears  unlikely  that  same  will  be  carried 
out  for  some  little  time.  In  the  meantime,  the  tank  constructed  as  a 
temporary  measure  at  the  sewer  outfall  is  working  as  satisfactorily  as 
can  be  expected. 


Mavesyn  Ridware. — The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal 
plant  constructed  in  Hill  Ridware  and  Blithbury  in  order  to  deal  with 
the  sewage  from  the  Council  houses  are  working  satisfactorily.  The 
general  position  of  Hill  Ridware  is,  however,  most  unsatisfactory,  and 
the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  a  proper  system  is  in  hand. 


Shenstone. — The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for 
the  village  of  Shenstone  and  the  pumping  stations  at  Lynn  Lane  and 
Woodend  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  disposal  works  at  Little 
Aston  are  giving  a  reasonable  effluent  despite  the  fact  that  they  are 
seriously  overloaded.  The  enlargement  of  this  works,  with  a  view  to 
dealing  with  a  portion  of  the  Aldridge  Urban  District,  has  been 
commenced  during  the  year. 

The  disposal  works  at  Stonnall  are  coping  satisfactorily  with  the 
increased  flow  from  the  development  now  taking  place  in  Stonnall,  but 
some  improvements  will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  future  to  improve 
the  fall  through  the  works. 


Streethay. — These  works  were  reconstructed  during  the  war  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  flow  from  the  W.A.A.F.  Camp.  A  modern 
bacteria  bed  and  humus  tanks  have  been  provided,  and  these  are  working 
satisfactorily. 


Swinfen  and  Packington. — The  disposal  works  at  Botany  Bay, 
to  deal  with  the  Council  housing  estate  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 
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Wall. — The  disposal  works  for  this  village  is  working  satisfactorily. 
The  Muckley  Corner  end  of  this  parish  will,  however,  need  attention  in 
the  future  and  will  be  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the  proposals  that 
are  being  prepared  for  completing  the  sewerage  system  of  the  adjoining 
village  of  Hammerwich  as  part  of  the  Burntwood  Scheme. 


Whittington. — The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working 
satisfactorily.  Consideration,  however,  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  not 
so  distant  future  for  the  modernising  of  same.  In  the  meantime  the 
new  pumping  plant  is  giving  a  very  much  improved  service. 


Wigginton. — -Conditions  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton  village  which 
is  sewered  are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being  carried  out  by  the 
Tamworth  Sewerage  Joint  Committee. 


Elford,  Gentleshaw,  Hints  and  Weeford.— There  is  no  change 
to  report  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing  in  these  parishes,  which 
have  been  considered,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the  District,  by  the 
Health  Committee,  to  whom  a  report  has  been  presented.  This  report 
makes  certain  recommendations  as  to  the  order  of  the  priority  in  which 
the  works  detailed  in  it  shall  be  carried  out,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
implement  the  Committee’s  decision. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  record  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  1958. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report  the  duties  undertaken  in  connection 
with  the  meat  inspection  service  has  increased  enormously  during  the 
past  three  years,  and  I  am  beginning  to  feel  concerned  at  the  proportions 
it  is  reaching  with  our  present  staff.  Slaughtering  of  this  capacity 
requires  the  utmost  care  in  undertaking  the  inspections.  As  I  mentioned 
last  year  it  is  of  considerable  importance  to  Local  Authorities  having 
responsibilities  in  providing  a  meat  inspection  service  to  ensure  that 
100%  inspection  is  undertaken.  The  new  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  is 
likely  to  provide  the  means  for  securing  improved  hygienic  conditions 
at  slaughterhouses  but  it  does  not  in  any  way  improve  the  position  of 
the  meat  inspector  who  has  to  be  sure  that,  so  long  as  slaughtering 
continues  to  whatever  time  of  the  day,  the  meat  is  fit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  has  in  general  been  very 
much  improved  since  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into 
operation,  and  food  traders  in  the  rural  area  have  co-operated  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible. 

The  Department’s  duties  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  have  been 
curtailed,  to  some  extent,  during  the  year,  due  to  the  conditions  created 
by  the  financial  restrictions  of  1957.  It  is  hoped  that  the  impetus  of 
the  Council’s  constructional  building  projects  will  ensure  a  speedy 
return  to  action  in  connection  with  the  slum  clearance  programme. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  tender  my  appreciation  to  the  Council, 
their  Officers,  Staff— and  particularly  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment — for  the  continued  assistance  and  co-operation  extended  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  LEEDER, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


July,  1959. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

In  previous  years  information  received  from  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson, 
B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief,  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  relative  to  the  piped  water  supply  of  the  District  has  been 
reported  upon  in  full.  The  report  received  for  the  year  1958  indicates  no 
major  change  in  conditions  as  compared  with  the  1957  report. 

In  my  1957  report  mention  was  made  concerning  the  water  supply 
at  two  cottages  which  are  remote  from  any  source  of  water  main.  I  am 
now  pleased  to  record  that  the  tenants  of  these  cottages  have  obtained 
alternative  accommodation.  The  cottages  have  since  remained  void  and 
will  continue  to  be  so  until  such  time  as  a  water  mains  piped  supply  is 
available. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  13  samples  of  domestic  water  supplies 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Seven  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  six  unsatisfactory.  In  four  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
subsequent  action  resulted  in  the  water  supplies  being  improved  by  the 
provision  of  a  mains  piped  supply  but  in  the  remaining  two  cases,  which 
occurred  from  one  farm  remote  from  a  mains  supply,  no  final  solution 
to  their  difficulties  has  been  found  and  a  warning  has  been  given  that  all 
water  must  be  boiled  before  being  used  for  drinking  purposes. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

1st  April,  1958 — 31st  March,  1959 

The  cost  of  the  Council’s  Public  Cleansing  Service  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  pending  balance  of  the  Council’s  accounts  for  the  year  under 
review,  amounted  to  £25,350. 

The  Service  continued  on  the  basis  of  a  weekly  collection  throughout 
the  year.  Only  on  a  few  infrequent  occasions  was  any  part  of  the  district 
inconvenienced  by  the  failure  of  a  vehicle  to  call.  It  is  on  such  occasions, 
of  course,  that  the  importance  of  this  public  health  service  is  fully 
realised  by  the  general  public.  The  Council,  however,  are  fully  aware 
of  its  importance  and  this  is  reflected  in  their  efforts  to  provide  the 
service  with  the  most  modem  of  equipment.  During  the  year  delivery 
was  accepted  of  a  new  18  cu.  yd.  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicle  and  this 
was  brought  into  immediate  service  to  replace  two  side-loading  vehicles. 
The  machine  has  since  been  operating  with  considerable  efficiency  and, 
being  fitted  with  a  diesel  engine,  it  is  most  economical  in  running  costs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  placed  an  order  for  the  delivery 
of  new  machinery  for  use  in  the  control  of  their  refuse  tips  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  still  further  improve  the  maintenance  of  the  tips. 
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The  Council  continued  to  operate  their  Salvage  Service  for  the 
disposal  of  waste  paper,  rags  and  scrap  metal.  The  following  table  gives 
details  of  this  service  : — 


Material 

Weight 

Income 

Expenditure 

Deficit 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  S.  d. 

Waste  Paper 

90 

2 

3 

0 

578  15 

6 

Scrap  Metal 

15 

16 

3 

22 

141  15 

1 

Rags 

1 

12 

1 

18 

11  8 

7 

Total 

107 

12 

0 

12 

731  19 

2 

788  10  0 

56  10  10 

HOUSING 

The  financial  restrictions  imposed  on  local  authorities  during  the 
later  part  of  1957  continued  to  have  an  effect  on  the  Council’s  building 
programme  during  1958.  This  subsequently  reflected  itself  in  a  reduction 
of  the  statutory  action  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation.  There 
is  still  much  to  be  done  to  complete  the  Council’s  slum  clearance 
programme  as  set  out  in  earlier  reports  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  return  to 
more  normal  progress  will  be  possible  before  long. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  202  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  connection  with  matters  requiring  attention  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  16  (Demolition  Orders) 

Official  Representations  were  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  respect  of  8  houses.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in 
respect  of  6  of  the  houses  and  in  the  remaining  2  cases  undertakings 
were  accepted  from  the  owners  that  the  houses  would  not  be  used 
for  human  habitation  until  the  Council,  on  being  satisfied  that  the 
houses  have  been  rendered  fit  for  that  purpose,  cancel  the 
undertakings. 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  42  (Clearance  Areas) 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Clearance  Areas. 

(c)  Repairs  to  Houses. 

A  total  of  73  houses  were  repaired  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 
Formal  action  by  means  of  the  service  of  Notice  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  or  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  secured  the  repair  of  a 
further  8  houses. 

(d)  Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Action  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  has  not  been  as 
formidable  as  was  anticipated.  This,  of  course,  could  be  attributed 
to  two  factors  (a)  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  tenants  to  submit  an 
application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  following  a  Notice  of 
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Increase  of  Rent  or  (b)  private  owners  have  refrained  from 
increasing  their  rents  for  fear  of  being  faced  with  the  task  of 
undertaking  extensive  works  of  repair.  If  this  is  so  then  it  can, 
without  doubt,  be  correct  to  say  that  the  Act  has  failed  in  one  of  its 
main  purposes,  i.e.  to  enable  rented  houses  to  be  put  and  kept  in 
repair. 

Details  of  action  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates .  46 

(ii)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates .  1 

(iii)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all,  defects  ...  12 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  28 

(iv)  Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  .  18 

(v)  Number  of  Undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  ...  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  Certificates  issued .  27 

Part  1 1— Application  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(vii)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  .  12 

(viii)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  2 

(ix)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants5  objections  .  Nil 

(x)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  .  10 


(e)  Improvement  Grants 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  it  is  the  practise  for  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  myself  to  undertake  visits  to  all  houses 
which  are  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants.  This  enables  applicants  to  be  fully  advised  on  all  the 
circumstances  arising  on  their  proposed  application  and  prevents 
undue  delay  in  the  preparation  and  submission  of  their  plans. 
During  the  year  a  total  of  73  visits  were  made  but  for  one  cause  or 
another  not  all  the  applicants  submitted  formal  application.  Details 
of  applications  received  and  the  amount  of  grants  allowed  during 
the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Applications 

Number  Granted 

Total 

Value 

of 

Works 

Total 

Value 

of 

Grants 

Received 

No.  of  Houses 

Refused 

Withdrawn 

Owner/ 

Occupier 

Others 

17 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

12 

£14,648 

12/10d 

£6,751 

3/0d 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Acts  were  delegated  to  them  from  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  in  1949. 

Generally  speaking  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  complied  with 
throughout  the  district  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute 
any  formal  proceedings. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Service  provided  by  the  Council,  which  now  includes  the 
treatment  of  agricultural  land,  has  continued  during  the  year.  Progress 
was  made  in  the  survey  of  the  district,  a  total  of  87  premises  including 
24  agricultural  premises,  being  visited  for  this  purpose.  It  is  most 
encouraging  to  record  that  the  number  of  contracts  accepted  for  the 
Council  to  carry  out  treatment  of  farm  and  industrial  premises  increased 
during  the  year  to  a  total  of  28  premises  and  it  is  obvious  from  the  many 
expressions  of  appreciation  that  this  service  is  well  received. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  823  visits  were  made  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Officer. 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928 

During  the  year  the  Home  Office  issued  a  Model  Code  of  Principles 
of  Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions  relating  to  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit.  In  giving  this  matter  their  consideration  the 
Council  decided  that  all  licensed  premises  under  their  control  should  be 
inspected  with  a  view  to  implementing  the  recommendations.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  accordingly  made  to  carry  out  these  inspections  in  company 
with  Officers  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Fire  Brigade  and  a  full  report 
will  be  considered  by  the  Council  in  due  course. 

A  total  of  132  licences  were  issued  in  1958  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum-spirit. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  continued  their  arrangements  for  securing  records  to 
assess  the  deposited  atmospheric  impurity  and  the  activity  of  sulphur 
gases  in  the  atmosphere  within  a  radius  of  approximately  2  miles  of  the 
Power  Station  now  under  construction  in  the  Parish  of  Armitage.  All 
the  analyses  are  undertaken  by  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  and  the  results  are  supplied  to  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  for  Atmospheric 
Pollution  for  publication  in  their  monthly  bulletin. 
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The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  records  obtained  during 
1958 : — 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Table  1 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

Deposits  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month. 


Month 

Fair  View, 
Handsacre 

Sewage  Works, 
Armitage 

Chadwick  Arms, 
Hill  Ridware 

January  . 

7.09 

7.09 

7.84 

February 

12.65 

8.96 

10.88 

March . 

6.51 

7.53 

7.23 

April  . 

6.05 

6.28 

6.66 

May  . 

8.00 

11.26 

8.71 

June  . 

10.99 

13.24 

12.39 

July  . 

8.14 

12.24 

11.66 

August . 

8.31 

4.93 

5.44 

September  . 

7.80 

8.82 

8.75 

October  . 

7.62 

6.15 

7.70 

November  . 

4.93 

3.08 

4.43 

December  . 

7.83 

9.41 

21.02 

Total  . 

95.92 

99.04 

112.71 

Monthly  Average 

7.993 

8.253 

9.392 

Table  2 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected— in  milligrammes  per  100  square 

centimetres  per  day. 


Month 

Fair  View, 
Handsacre 

Sewage  Works, 
Armitage 

Chadwick  Arms, 
Hill  Ridware 

January  . 

2.43 

2.39 

1.24 

February  . 

2.36 

1.61 

1.45 

March . 

1.53 

1.56 

1.24 

April  . 

1.03 

1.18 

0.67 

May  . 

0.59 

1.01 

0.60 

June  . 

0.76 

1.21 

0.45 

July  . 

0.52 

0.70 

t 

August . 

0.40 

0.52 

0.33 

September  . 

0.70 

0.82 

0.62 

October  . 

1.04 

1.65 

0.80 

November  . 

1.28 

1.15 

1.30 

December  . 

4.14 

2.03 

1.43 

Total  . 

16.78 

15.83 

10.13 

Monthly  Average 

1.398 

1.319 

•921 

t  N.B. — Due  to  a  mishap  in  the  handling  of  the  gauge  the  record  for 

July  was  unobtainable. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  now  1 1  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  2  licensed  knackers 
yards  premises  in  the  District.  The  licence  in  respect  of  a  slaughter¬ 
house  situated  on  farm  premises  and  used  solely  for  emergency  purposes 
was  voluntarily  relinquished  by  the  owner  at  the  time  of  renewal.  The 
work  undertaken  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  acting  as  Grading 
Officers  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Foods 
at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses  designated  as  a  Certification  centre  was 
terminated  during  the  year  due  to  the  Ministry  making  provision  for 
their  own  Grading  Officers  to  carry  out  the  duties  at  this  particular 
slaughterhouse. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  was  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  in 
August,  1958,  and  amends  various  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  relating  to  slaughterhouses  and  knackers  yards.  The  Act  pro¬ 
vides  that  Regulations  will  be  made  to  deal  with  the  hygienic  construc¬ 
tion,  layout  and  equipment  of  slaughterhouses  and  the  practises  to  be 
observed  therein.  At  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  this  report  the 
Regulations  referred  to  have  been  issued  and  all  local  authorities  are  re¬ 
quired  to  submit  a  report  on  the  slaughterhouse  facilities  of  their 
district  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  This 
report  will  be  prepared  and  considered  by  the  Council  during  1959. 

It  will  be  seen  from  following  statistics  that  the  meat  inspection 
duties  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  has  reached  colossal  proportions 
during  the  past  few  years  since  control  of  livestock  slaughtering  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  came  to  an  end  in  July,  1954.  In  1954  a  total  of 
20,869  animals  were  slaughtered,  1955 — 27,815,  1956 — 27,724,  1957 — 
42,694,  and  now  in  1958 — 61,984. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  meat  inspection  on  such  a  scale  can 
only  be  efficiently  undertaken  within  a  Rural  area  by  the  extreme  dili¬ 
gence  of  your  Inspectors  to  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  I  must 
place  on  record  the  work  in  this  connection  carried  out  by  Inspectors 
W.  E.  Shaw  and  J.  B.  Duckworth.  A  great  deal  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
can  be  described  as  “export  meat”  i.e.  carcases  slaughtered  within  the 
district  but  disposed  of  through  the  butchering  trade  to  areas  outside  the 
district.  This  fact  in  itself  means  that  the  utmost  care  and  attention 
must  be  given  to  an  efficient  inspection  service  within  our  own  district. 
To  ensure  this  has  meant  many  hours  of  overtime  and  week-end  duty 
and  the  Council  can  be  satisfied  that  in  the  past  year  there  has  been 
every  endeavour  to  provide  a  full  and  complete  meat  inspection  service. 

With  a  50%  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  also  increased  from  37 \  tons  in 
1957  to  almost  57  tons  in  1958. 
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The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  the 
total  weight  of  condemned  foods  during  the  year  : — 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

HORSES 

Carcases  inspected . 

4089 

4830 

5268 

26589 

21208 

14 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

84 

34 

54 

13 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

356 

1289 

15 

369 

1558 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  ... 

8.68 

26.68 

.93 

1.59 

7.41 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

42 

2 

— 

5 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

191 

683 

— 

— 

509 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

4.72 

15.01 

.027 

— 

2.42 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

. 

- 

- 

i 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


All  Diseases,  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

16 

15 

0 

18 

Offals  •••  ••• 

12 

14 

0 

4 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

10 

2 

26 

Offals  ...  . 

— 

2 

2 

2 

SHEEP  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

1 

0 

17 

Offals . 

— 

11 

0 

4 

PIGS  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

2 

0 

23 

Offals  ...  . 

2 

0 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

14 

2 

1 

25 

Offals  •••  ••• 

4 

1 

0 

27 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

— 

2 

24 

Offals  ... 

— 

— 

— 

18 

SHEEP  : 

Carcase  Meat 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Offals  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PIGS  : 

Carcase  Meat 

3 

7 

1 

8 

Offals  ...  ...  ... 

— 

8 

1 

11 

TOTAL 

56 

17 

2 

12 

SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  97  premises  registered  throughout  the  district  for  the 
retail  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  and  all  supplies  are  obtained  from  sources 
outside  the  District. 

A  total  of  8  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  to  the  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Laboratories,  Stafford,  for  examination  and  were  reported  upon 
as  being  placed  in  Category  Grade  1— highly  satisfactory. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

The  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  has  continued  throughout 
the  year,  a  total  of  422  visits  having  been  paid  to  all  types  of  Food 
Premises.  A  high  standard  of  hygiene  continues  to  be  maintained  in 
the  various  trades  governed  by  these  Regulations.  In  this  connection 
credit  must  be  given  to  the  village  stores  which  are  now  largely  able  to 
rival  the  standard  set  by  the  shops  of  the  cities  and  large  towns.  The 
various  infringements  reported  in  December,  1957,  following  the 
survey  carried  out  on  these  premises,  have  now  been  largely  rectified 
and  although  some  of  these  are  of  a  recurring  nature,  e.g.  decoration 
and  disrepair,  etc.,  such  infringements  are  taken  up  without  delay  and 
almost  invariably  dealt  with  by  the  owner  as  soon  as  he  is  approached. 

An  interesting  point  which  has  arisen  during  the  year  is  that  the 
practise  of  smoking  in  food  premises  generally  appears  to  be  on  the 
decrease  and  does  not  in  practise  present  any  difficulty  in  enforcement, 
but  the  Regulations  requiring  the  display  of  a  “Wash  hands”  Notice 
in  sanitary  conveniences  is  frequently  infringed,  particularly  in  the 
smaller  establishments. 


